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· GRADING:
· Students will receive a “Reading” grade and a “Writing” grade on their quarterly report cards.  
· The “Reading” grade is an assessment of a student’s ability to comprehend a variety of texts, analyze various elements of that text, and make connections between that text and their own lives, other text, and the world around them.  This grade will also include the students’ AR quizzes which will be taken as a whole each quarter and counted as the equivalent of one reading test worth 100 points.
· The “Writing” grade is an assessment of a student’s ability to articulate coherent thoughts in a clear and logical manner through a wide variety of writing assignments.  Grammar will be learned within the context of writing, and vocabulary will be assessed in various ways throughout the year as well.
· HOMEWORK:
· Assignments that are given are important and meaningful and MUST be completed.   To that end, it is not acceptable to NOT turn in an assignment.  ZEROES AREN’T PERMITTED!  If a student arrives to class without an assignment, he/she will be required to take home a “ZAP” form and have it signed by a parent.   He/she will return the form AND the late assignment the following day – the total possible score for the assignment will be reduced 10%.  IF he/she does not return the assignment the next day, he/she will be required to stay after school THAT day, or to possibly utilize lunch and recess time to complete it.  The decision whether to stay after or use lunch/recess time will be determined by individual teachers based on their availability on any given day and the nature of the assignment.  
· CURRICULUM:
· Our Communication Arts curriculum can be found at www.dese.mo.com.  We follow the Missouri State Grade Level Expectations for Grade 7.
· The curriculum covers Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking, and Media Literacy.
· Students do have a literature anthology, a writing/grammar book, and a vocabulary workbook; however, we will use additional resources throughout the year including several novels, film clips,  and many websites.   
· Students should read EVERY DAY!
· Students will have Language Arts homework frequently, but not daily.  All homework assignments can be accessed through www.classjump.com.   
· The Literature Anthology can be accessed online by going to www.classzone.com and entering the student activation code – 5016895-20.
· Students are expected to type assignments in a 14 pt. font when typing is required
· Students should email typed assignments to teachers ONLY if your home printer is down or out of ink.  Students can, and should, also save assignments to their flash drives.  Your student will be typing a number of assignments for all their classes this year – please try to keep printers up and running
· Students should “CC” parents on all emails to teachers.
· Students will have access to the school library weekly, but are welcome to check out books from the classroom at any time.
· Students will set AR goals for each quarter.  With 70 students and only one classroom computer, time to take AR quizzes will be at a premium.  Students are ALWAYS welcome, and encouraged, to take AR quizzes after school.
· Students should have at least one “buddy” from their homeroom who they can call to get homework assignments from when they are absent.  We try to teach the students that they are responsible for finding out what they missed and making arrangements to make up quizzes or tests.
· Please understand that while homework can be made up, in-class instruction, activities, and discussion cannot. 
· Please notify the office with any messages for your child during the day.  I often do not have the opportunity to check email throughout the day other than during my plan time which occurs in the morning.  I would hate to miss an important message you needed to get to your child.  Contacting the school office will ensure that your child gets the message by the end of the day.
